30       A STUDY IN CONSCIOUSNESS

" equal to the Father as touching his Godhead, but inferior
to the Father as touching his manhood ", \ and each of them
is to go forth into matter in order to render a!l things subject
to himself;2 he is to be " sown in weakness " that be may
be " raised in power " ; ;J from a static Logos enfolding all
divine potentialities, he is to become a dynamic Logos un-
folding all divine powers ; omniscient, omnipresent, on his
own second plane, but unconscious, " senseless ", on all the
others,'4 he is to veil his glory in matter that blinds him, in
order that he may become omniscient, omnipresent, on all
planes, able to answer to all divine vibrations in the universe
instead of to those on the highest only.

The meaning of this feeble description of a great truth
may be glimpsed by the student by a consideration of the
facts of embryonic life and birth. When an Ego is reincar-
nating, he broods over the human mother in whom his
future body is a-building, the vehicle he will one day inhabit.
That body is slowly built up of the substance of the mother,
and the Ego can do little as to its shaping : it is an embryo,
unconscious of its future, dimly conscious only of the flow of
the maternal life, impressed by maternal hopes and fears,
thoughts and desires ; nothing from the Ego affects it, save
a feeble influence coming through the permanent physical
atom, and it does not share, because it cannot answer to,
the wide-reaching thoughts, the aspiring emotions of the

1 Athanasian Creed.

2 / Corinthians, xv, 28.
^b/d.^.

4 H. P. Blavatsky, The Key to Jheosophy. See p. 65. for the principle,
though applied to a lower stage.